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fence in furtherance of the objects contemplated
from the Nagpoor alliance, but also as a means
of gaining a vantage ground for striking a blow at
the predatory associations, whenever government
might be free to adopt that course. The objec-
tions urged against forming such a connexion had
their foundation apparently in the apprehension of
the risk of giving umbrage to the Mahratta pow-
ers, which' the steps taken in 1814-15 had proved
to be an object of exaggerated alarm. Moreover,
if the Nagpoor Raja were gained over to our side,
that risk could scarcely be said to exist, or at the
most, was a matter of comparative indifference to
the British, after the successful close of the Ni-
pal war. At the same time, having once esta-
blished an alliance with Nagpoor, and obtained
from it a position for a considerable force on the
Nerbudda, the defence of Bhopal might be pro-
vided for by an additional brigade, in communi-
cation with that position; and this could be so
chosen, as to form a connecting link with the
force in Bundelkhund. The advantage of secur-
ing the resources of this state in our own interest,
and depriving the Pindarees of the means they
derived from it, especially when thia could be
accomplished witli such apparent facility, were
strongly felt by the Governor-general; wjio imme-
diately perceived the incalculable benefit of this
arrangement, both to the present interests of his
government, and to .the ulterior prosecution of a